
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



August 5, 1904 



1592 



ama, however, there occurred on the night of the 16th instant a death 
from yellow fever in the Canal hospital at Ancon. 1 am informed 
that the deceased was an American in the employ of the chief of police 
of the Canal Zone and, though recently arrived on the Isthmus, had 
had previous 3-ears of experience in the Tropics. I am awaiting fur- 
ther definite official information on the situation in Panama. 



Report from Panama — Mortality statistics of Panama, January to 
July, 190 J). — Study of disease conditions. 

Assistant Surgeon Pierce reports, July 19, as follows: 

I inclose tabulated statistics of the deaths that have occurred in 
Panama during the first six months of the year 1904. 

During the first six months of 1904 there occurred 541 deaths in the 
city of Panama from the causes given in table No. 1. The first noticeable 
fact about the list of deaths as copied from the official records is that 
many of the causes, aside from those classified as "ill-defined or un- 
known," are not scientific or definite diagnoses. Such names as albu- 
minuria, colic, drops}', fever, liver disease, etc., have not much value 
in determining the real cause of death. So many imperfect diagnoses 
occurring upon these records is a result of many of the poorer class 
dying without medical attention, or of some doctor being called just 
before death and making a diagnosis of symptoms wifliout proper 
examination. There are also manj- charlatans and other irregular 
practitioners in Panama. 

Another fact worthy of note is that more deaths occur between the 
ages of 30 and 40 than at any other ten-year pei'iod of life except that 
below 10 years of age, which latter period includes the stillbirths. 

The only explanation offered for this fact is that during this time, 
which should be the prime of life, acute diseases tend to terminate 
fatally, because of weak heart action and sluggish liver, due to the use 
of alcohol and tobacco in early life and long residence in a tropical 
climate. 

Much time was consumed and investigation done in trying to 
determine the number of population of each nationality, as given in 
Table 3, without much practical result, except gathering data upon 
which to form a personal opinion as to the actual population. 

Circular letters were sent to 10 prominent men of Panama request- 
ing their ideas as to the population by nationalities and their state- 
ments were accepted as a guide in determining the numbers to be used 
in figuring a death rate. The numbers given below are the nearest 
approach to actual population that can be made without a census: 





Popula- 
tion. 


Deaths, 


Rate per 

1,000 per 

year. 




100 

14,200 

2,500 

1,200 

2,000 


4 
360 
60 
17 
110 


80.00 


Panamans 


60.70 




40.00 


Chinese . . 


28.32 


All others 


110.00 






Total 


20,000 


541 


54.10 







A death rate based upon such a small number of Americans, most 
of whom have been living under similar sanitary conditions with the 
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lutives, has practically no bearing upon what the death rate would be 
for Americans in Panama. 

The Americans djang were as follows: One woman, 24 years old, 
of beriberi; 1 woman, 40 years old, of pernicious fever; 1 man, 38 
years old, with drops}'; 1 man, 60 years old, of alcoholism. 

The women were living under similar conditions with the natives of 
the lower classes. 

The name of the man who died of dropsy probably indicates a Porto 
Rican claiming to be an American. One death occurred during April, 
2 during Ma}^ and 1 in June. Those Americans who have lived 
under sanitary conditions have figured but slightlj'^ in the morbiditj^ 
statistics and not at all in the mortality. 

The West Indian population is almost entirely Jamaican negroes, 
and includes many women and children. 

The Chinese population is represented practically by adult males 
onl}', which accounts for the relatively low death rate among these 
Orientals who live under worse sanitary conditions and more closely 
crowded than any other class in Panama. 

The explanation offered for the high death rate for "all others" is 
that it includes the Europeans, South Americans, Mexicans, and those 
not given. The Europeans, represented largely by Italians and 
French, with some few of all other European nationalities, on account 
of greater changes in climate and inattention to sanitation, swell the 
death rate considerably. The South Americans coming from Chile, 
Peru, and from the mountainous interior of Colombia and the Mexi- 
cans from higher altitudes fall easy victims to malaria and acute 
diseases during their residence in Panama. 

In regard to the diseases reported, nearly all the cases of "colic" 
occurred in j^oung children. This term includes, for the officials who 
use the word on their death certificates, nearly any gastro-intestinal 
trouble of children. 

No microscopical examinations have been made to determine whether 
the d3'sentery is from the Shiga bacillus or of the amoebic form. 

Many of the cases reported as dropsy might be combined with those 
reported as liver disease, as there is a general tendency to hepatic trou- 
bles, due to use of alcohol, eating a great deal of meat, and the tropical 
climate. Those cases reported as dropsy in children and young adults 
were probably uncinariasis. No examination of faeces being made by 
the doctors here, hook-worm disease is never reported, although it has 
been recognized on the Isthmus by the American doctors. 

The fevers are practically all malarial in origin. Tj^phoid is absent 
or rare. It is believed that many cases of acute tuberculosis are 
included under the term pneumonia; this is due to the fact that the 
Spanish term used in many cases could be translated as almost any 
disease of the lungs. 

Although filarial diseases are present no deaths have ever been 
reported from diseases due to this nematode. Probably some of those 
reported as albuminuria and abscess and ma3^be some of the fevers 
were due to filarial infection. 

Those dying from yellow fever were 3 natives of the interior of 
Colombia; 1 from the interior of Panama; 1 Spaniard; 1 Italian; all 
male. 

When modern scientific methods of diagnosis are carried out in 
Panama, the record of deaths will present many interesting tropical 
diseases which do not now figure as a cause of death. 
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Table 1. — Mortality statistics of the city of Panama for the first six months of 1904- 
[Compiled from official records.] 



Disease or cause of death. 


Jan. 


Feb. 


Mar. 


Apr. 


May. 


June. 


Total. 




3 

1 
2 

i 

1 

4 


5 

1 
2 


3 

1 


1 


6 


4 


22 




3 










4 


ADODlexv.. , . , .... 




1 


!> 


7 








1 




4 

2 
3 


3 

5 
1 
2 
2 
4 
10 


5 

1 
1 
1 
2 

6' 

4 


3 
2 
1 
1 
8 
6 
10 
1 


4 

2' 

2 
2 
5 
4 


23 




5 


Colic 


9 


21 


Cancer 


3 


Debility 


1 
4 
6 

■ 2 


4 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
16 


14 




17 




32 


Dropsy 


22 


Diphtheria . 


1 


Epilepsy 












1 


Fever 


10 

4 
1 
4 


11 


10 


11 
1 


12 

1 


70 




6 




i' 


i 

4 

1 
2 


1 
2 
1 

1 


3 




5 
1 
3 


3 

i' 

2 
1 
3 


19 


Hernia strangulated . - . 


3 


Heart disease. 


1 
1 


2 
1 


10 




4 










1 




2 


4 
2 
9 


1 
2 
21 


1 


6 


17 


Nephritis 


4 




12 

1 
1 


4 

1 
2 


10 


I 

5 

1 


63 


Paralysis 


3 




1 


2 


11 




1 










1 
6 




1 


stillborn 


3 


3 


4 


9 


8 
1 
1 


33 




1 


Syphilis 








1 




2 






2 
18 

1 
2 


1 
11 


3 




9 
2 


8 
1 


4 
1 


■ 15 

} 

5 

7 


65 




6 




3 












5 


Ill-defined or unknown causes of death 


7 


5 


5 


2 


5 


31 


Total 


92 


95 


97 


63 


90 


104 


541 







Table 2. — Deaths by ages, city of Panama, for the first six months of 1904. 
[Compiled from official records.] 
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January 


25 
21 
14 

15 

27 
22 


7 
10 
9 
2 

8 
8 


4 

4 
4 

...... 

3 


6 
7 
1 
9 
3 
5 


14 
16 
23 
10 
12 
21 


26 
13 
17 
15 
15 
20 


8 

8 
17 

7 
11 

6 


2 
6 

11 
4 
2 

11 


"'io' 

1 
1 

7 
8 


92 
95 
97 
63 
90 
104 


54 

63 
.51 
43 
40 
53 


38 


February 


32 




46 


April 


20 


May 


.W 




h\ 






Total 


124 


44 


20 


31 


96 


106 


57 


36 


27 


541 


304 


237 







Table 3. — Deaths by nationalities, city of Panama, for the first six months of 1904. 

[Compiled from official records.] 

Americans 4 

Chinese 1' 

Europeans 19 

West Indians 50 

South and Central Americans 84 

Not given ' 

Natives of Panama 360 

Total 541 



